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THE MORGAN LIBRARY & MUSEUM 
 

Formerly the Pierpont Morgan Library, the Morgan Library & 
Museum is a museum and research library located in the 
Murray Hill neighborhood of Manhattan. Founded to house 
the private library of J.P. Morgan in 1906, one of the 
preeminent collectors and cultural benefactors in the United 
States. 
 
In 1890 Morgan began to assemble a collection of illuminated, 
literary, and historical manuscripts, early printed books, and 
old master drawings and prints. 
Over the years—through purchases and generous gifts—The 
Morgan Library & Museum has continued to acquire rare 
materials as well as important music manuscripts, early 
children's books, Americana, and materials from the twentieth 

century, considerably expanding its physical space without losing its decidedly domestic feeling. 
 
Today the library is a complex of buildings 
which serve as a museum and scholarly 
research center. The scope of the collection 
was shaped in its early years as a private 
collection. The most internationally significant 
part of the collection is its relatively small, but 
very select collection of illuminated 
manuscripts and medieval artworks like the 
Morgan Bible, original manuscripts by Walter 
Scott and Honoré de Balzac, a Percy B. Shelley 
notebook and an extraordinary collection of 
autographed and annotated libretti from Beethoven, Brahms, Chopin and Verdi. It also contains a 
large collection of prints and drawings of European artists such as Leonardo, Raphael, Picasso, 
and many other notable artists.  
 
The first building constructed to house the Morgan’s library was designed in 1903. Constructed 

from 1903-1907, it has a façade of marble 
and a Palladian arch entrance which 
features two lioness sculptured. The interior 
of the building is richly decorated, with a 
polychrome domed ceiling rotunda, which 
leads to three public rooms, originally 
Morgan’s private study. The study has been 
called “one of the greatest achievements of 
American interior decoration.” 
It was designated a New York City 
landmark in 1966 and declared National 
Historic Landmark later that same year.  


